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In a somewhat similar manner the dynamic basis
of society has been overlooked. The cause, not-
only of the primary fact of association itself, but
of all other human activities, is appetite. Whether
looked at from the standpoint of function or from
that of feeling, i.e., whether we consider the end of
nature or that of the creature, it comes to the same
thing. Every act proceeds from motive, and that
motive can be none other than the satisfaction of
some want. The capacity to want is planted in the
organic structures. It is the necessary concomitant
of the capacity to feel. The primary form of feeling
is intensive, i.e., it is either agreeable or disagree-
able, pleasure or pain in some degree, however slight.
This is the incipient distinction between good and
evil. The pleasurable is the good, the painful is the
bad. Every organism is thus constituted as a con-
dition to its existence, and equally essential is it that
the impulse should exist to perform the appropriate
acts. This impulse causes the creature to seek the
good and shun the evil. All this is readily accounted
for on the leading principle of modern biology, natu-
ral selection, or, as I prefer to call it, the principle
of advantage. In short, desire, taken in its widest
sense, both positive and negative, is the real force in
the sentient world. It is the dynamic agent in
the animal world including the human sphere, and
therefore constitutes the social force. It is essen-
tially psychic, and this is the bond which lashes
sociology so directly and so firmly to psychology.